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I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Pam Passow, OC Parks Director. 

II. ROLL CALL 

Chair Shawver, Vice Chair Warren, and Commissioners Diaz (arrived at 6:02 
p.m.), Hanson, Jones (arrived at 6:01 p.m.), and Gabbard were present.  

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

At this time, members of the public may address the Commission on items of public 
interest that are within the jurisdiction of the Commission and are not contained in 
tonight’s agenda. 

Jeff Curie commented on a request for Class I electric bicycles (e-bikes) being 
permitted on OC Parks’ natural surface trails to allow more access into parks. 

Randee Tolentino commented on a request for Class I e-bikes being permitted on 
OC Parks’ natural surface trails to allow more access into parks. 

Kevin Thomer commented on a request for reducing parking areas in the Mile 
Square Regional Park Expansion Area. 

IV. PRESENTATION(S) 

A. CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION AND GRATITUDE FOR DON 
BENEFIEL 

Don Benefiel has served as an OC Parks Volunteer for over four decades 
and has over 17,000 service hours on record. The Commission and OC 
Parks would like to present Mr. Benefiel with a certificate of recognition and 
gratitude for his generous service. 

Pam Passow, OC Parks Director, provided information on this item and 
presented Don Benefiel with a certificate of recognition and gratitude. 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR (ITEM(S) A) 

The following item(s) on the consent calendar will be approved by one motion 
unless a Commissioner requests to pull a specific item. 

A. APPROVE COMMISSION MINUTES FOR THE DECEMBER 5, 2024 
MEETING 

Motion: Commissioner Jones 
2nd: Commissioner Gabbard 
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Approved 6–0 

VI. DISCUSSION CALENDAR (ITEM(S) A–B) 

A. OC PARKS TRAILS SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING UPDATE 

Staff will provide an update to the Commission regarding the January 9, 
2025 OC Parks Trails Subcommittee meeting. 

Jeaniene Casiello, OC Parks Planning and Design Manager, presented on 
the item and answered the Commissioners’ questions. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 

Receive and file. 

Motion: Commissioner Gabbard 
2nd: Commissioner Jones 
Approved 6–0 

B. RED ROCK WILDERNESS OVERVIEW AND SELECTION OF TRAIL 
NAMES PRESENTATION 

Staff will present an overview of Red Rock Wilderness, an OC Parks facility 
that recently opened to managed public access and will present information 
on the proposed names for five trails and one overlook that were selected 
by the OC Parks Trails Subcommittee for the Commission’s approval.  

Antonio Valdes, OC Parks Trails and Mapping Administrator, presented on 
the item and answered the Commissioners’ questions. 

Pam Passow, OC Parks Director, answered the Commissioners’ questions. 

Jennifer Naegele, OC Parks Natural Resources and Trails Manager, 
answered the Commissioners’ questions. 

Justin Sikora, OC Parks Operations Manager, answered the 
Commissioners’ questions. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 

Approve the names for five trails and one overlook at Red Rock Wilderness, 
as recommended by the OC Parks Trails Subcommittee. 

Motion: Commissioner Diaz 
2nd: Commissioner Jones 
Approved 6–0 
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VII. OC PARKS DIRECTOR’S REPORT (ITEM(S) A–B) 

A. DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

Pam Passow, OC Parks Director, provided updates and answered the 
Commissioners’ questions. 

B. UPCOMING OC PARKS EVENTS 

Paws on the Trail – Upper Newport Bay Nature Preserve – Wednesday, 
February 12, 9 – 10:30 a.m.  

• Enjoy an easy, 3-mile hike over uneven and unpaved terrain with 
approximately 75 feet of elevation gain. We’ll stop along the way to 
learn about the bay and discuss ways to keep you, your dog and 
wildlife safe while out on the trails. 

Explore! Fossils of the Ancient Sea Floor – Clark Regional Park – Saturday, 
February 15, 8 – 10 a.m. 

• Join us for a guided tour of the Clark Regional Park hillside fossil 
bed, followed by a trip to the Interpretive Center. The tour will meet 
next to parking lot A for a brief introduction. We will then walk north 
across Rosecrans Avenue to visit the fossil bed. After the hillside 
exploration we will return to the south side of Rosecrans Avenue and 
visit the Interpretive Center. 

Winter Bird Walk – Santiago Oaks Regional Park – Wednesday, February 
19, 7:30 – 9:30 a.m.  

• Join an experienced OC Parks volunteer and stroll through Santiago 
Oaks Regional Park searching high in the trees for flittering friends 
and low in the scrubs for bouncing birds. 

VIII. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS AND REPORT 

At this time Commissioners may comment on agenda or non-agenda matters, 
provided that no action may be taken on off-agenda items unless authorized by 
law. 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 6:57 p.m. 
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Agenda Item No. V.B 

ORANGE COUNTY PARKS COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 

FROM:  Pam Passow, Director, OC Parks DATE:  March 6, 2025 

SUBJECT: OC Parks Trails Subcommittee Member Appointment and Membership 
Renewals 

OC Parks Trails Subcommittee Member Appointment 

On April 7, 2016, the Orange County Parks Commission (“Commission”) voted to approve 
the creation of the Orange County Parks Trails Subcommittee (“Subcommittee”). 
Pursuant to the Subcommittee’s Guidelines, the Subcommittee shall consist of seven 
regular members appointed by the Commission. Two of the members consist of 
Commission members, appointed by the Commission, who serve the Chairperson and 
Alternate Chairperson of the Subcommittee. The remaining five members of the 
Subcommittee consist of members of the community based upon a review of applications 
of individuals with involvement and expertise in trails and bikeways. There is a desire to 
establish a subcommittee that provides a balanced representation from various 
geographic areas of the county, as well as the various trail user groups 
(pedestrians/hikers, equestrians, mountain bikers, road cyclists) and environmental 
organizations. 

The Subcommittee is currently comprised of two members who represent hikers, one who 
represents bikers, and one who represents hikers, bikers, and equestrians, in addition to 
two Commission representatives — Chair Shawver and Commissioner Jones, serving as 
Chair and Alternate Chair of the Subcommittee, respectively. 

Recently, a Subcommittee member resigned who primarily represented equestrians but 
also hikers and cyclists. Following this member’s resignation, OC Parks staff, Chair 
Shawver, and Commissioner Jones reviewed applications of individuals with hiking, 
cycling, or equestrian interests and selected a candidate for consideration by the 
Commission to fill the vacant Subcommittee seat. 

Ms. Gibran Stout is an equestrian and is actively involved in the OC Equestrian Vaulting 
and Las Vaqueras Riding Club. She has expressed concern about the impact of 
urbanization on trail access, which aligns with the Subcommittee’s consideration of 
environmentally sensitive conditions and trails. Additional information on Ms. Stout is 
provided in the application attached to this staff report. Appointment of Ms. Stout would 
support a balanced representation of the various trail user groups and provide additional 
insight on environmental issues. 

OC Parks Trails Subcommittee Membership Renewals 

On March 2, 2023, the Commission appointed David Browning and Michael Schoeck to 
serve as members of the OC Parks Trails Subcommittee for two-year terms, consistent 
with the Commission-approved Subcommittee Guidelines. Members Browning and 
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OC Parks Trails Subcommittee

OC Parks Headquarters
Irvine Ranch Historic Park

13042 Old Myford Rd., Building 5
Irvine, CA   92602-2304

4. What topics concern you that relate to the OC Parks Trails Subcommittee?

5. What trail user group would you represent on the OC Parks Trails Subcommittee? (Multiple selections are
allowed, however, note the primary area of expertise.)

Hikers Trail runners  Equestrians

Mountain Bikers Road Cyclists Other:

6. Are you a recognized representative of any type of trails and/or environmental group? Yes No
If yes, which ones?

7. Why do you want to be a member of the OC Parks Trails Subcommittee?

Subcommittee Members are asked to make every effort possible to attend each meeting.  The Subcommittee 
has a minimum of four (4) quarterly meetings per year at OC Parks Headquarters located at: 

13042 Old Myford Rd
Irvine, California   92602-2304 

Can you commit to attending all or the majority of these meetings? Yes No

The OC Parks Trails Subcommittee will conduct open meetings in accordance with the Ralph M. Brown Act 
(Brown Act) and will use Roberts Rules of Order as a guide for parliamentary procedure. If selected to serve 
on this subcommittee, you agree to read and abide with the Brown Act and the subcommittee’s parliamentary 
procedures. 

Members contribute according to their specific interests or expertise.  This may include gathering information, 
making recommendations, and providing project updates to the Parks Commission and/or OC Parks Trails 
Subcommittee.  Field trips, research, and attending occasional meetings of related organizations may also be 
necessary.

Thank you for your interest in the OC Parks Trails Subcommittee. All members of the Subcommittee must be 
approved by the OC Parks Commission.  Should a vacancy become available and you are selected to fill 
an at-large member seat on the Subcommittee, an OC Parks staff member will contact you immediately. 

The effects urbanization & development have had on accessibility of local trails, and the 
impact these disconnections have on the surrounding communities.

I would like to see increased connectivity of communities, both geographical & social.
I'd love to see increased communicaiton & cohesiveness with equestrians and the other 
trail using groups (hikers, bikers, etc).  I think with increased consideration & 
communicaiton this is a realistic goal.
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