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If you live in the City of Anaheim, the electricity 
that powers your home comes in part from an 
unexpected source: the County’s Olinda Alpha 
Landfill in Brea.

OC Waste and Recycling recently joined with a 
number of private and public partners, including 
Anaheim Public Utilities, to break ground on an 
expansion of the plant that converts landfill gas 
to electrical energy. The new facility will generate 
32.5 megawatts when the expansion is complete 
(one megawatt = one million watts). That’s enough 
electricity to power more than 22,000 homes.

Board of Supervisors Chairman Bill Campbell 
participated in the groundbreaking, saluting the 
project as efficient and environmentally friendly. 
“Olinda Alpha Landfill is one of the largest landfills 
in the western United States. We are very pleased 
that our award-winning operations offer opportuni-
ties like this.” 

Landfill Power!

(Continued from page 4) while her feathered friend remained in his 
wild domain.

Because the eagle earned a special place 
in the hearts of so many over the course of 
his visits to Orange County, OC Parks held a 
contest on its Facebook page to help give the 
creature a name.  

Over a period of three days, nearly 600 
people viewed the website and submitted a 
total of 70 entries.  Members of the OC Parks 
Commission served as judges and selected 
the winning name – “Free Bird” – from among 
the top 10.  Winners Kristen and Keith Pear-
son received a behind-the-scenes tour of 
the OC Zoo and a 2011 Annual Pass to OC 
Parks’ regional, wilderness and coastal facili-
ties.

Kristen and Keith Pearson, who won the Name the Eagle 
Contest, got a behind-the-scenes tour of the OC Zoo. 
Here, they meet black bear Yoyo, with the help of zoo-
keeper Lauren Serrano.

Participating in the groundbreaking for the expanded 
landfill gas to energy plant were (l-r): Mike Giancola, 
Director, OC Waste & Recycling; Bill Campbell, Board 
of Supervisors Chairman and Third District Supervisor: 
and Randy Holmes, Chief Executive Officer, Broadrock 
Renewables LLC.

LANDFILL POWER SLIDESHOW: CLICK HERE

(Continued on page 6)
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The project received a $10 million stimulus grant from the U.S. Department of Energy and is expected 
to create 155 construction jobs as well as provide a positive economic impact through the local pur-
chase of materials and equipment. 

A unique aspect of the project was the use of 325 goats on a “weed abatement crew” to help clear 
the area for the expansion. The goats seemed to enjoy their stay at Olinda Alpha, with 20 to 30 baby 
goats born while the crew was on duty, increasing their productivity. 

(Continued from page 5)

If you suspect fraud, waste or abuse of County 
resources, contact the OC Internal Audit Depart-
ment Fraud Hotline at (714) 834-3608 or visit 
www.ocgov.com/audit.  Messages are accepted 
any day or time and can be made anonymously.  
In addition, employees are provided protection 
under the California Whistleblower Law.

Internal Audit  
Fraud Hotline

Did you know that many businesses offer discounts on goods and services to government employ-
ees?  Among them are mobile telephone providers including AT&T, Sprint, T-Mobile and Verizon.  
Some of the providers have information about these discounts on their website. You may be asked 
to enter your County e-mail address and, in some cases, your work telephone number.  Don’t 
forget to “un-check” any boxes that offer you product and news updates.  Otherwise you could end 
up with a full mailbox!

Here’s the contact information for the cellular phone service providers listed above:

AT&T       www.att.com/wireless/OCGOV

Sprint       http://sprint.com (see “Employee Discount” link at lower left)

T-Mobile      Call 1-888-537-4242

Verizon       www.verizonwireless.com (see “Employee Discounts” under Products and Plans)

Remember that discounts may not apply to all plans or services so check with the carriers’ cus-
tomer service representatives if you have any questions about the discounts or eligibility.

Dialing Up Savings on Your Cellular Bill

http://www.ocgov.com/audit
http://bos.ocgov.com/ceonewsletter/mar11/IA_fraud_hotline_brochure.pdf
http://www.att.com/wireless/OCGOV
http://sprint.com
http://www.verizonwireless.com
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Get the 411 On OC  
OC Waste & Recycling

In 2010, OC Waste & Recycling processed 3.5 million tons of waste in the County’s three 1. 
landfills. That’s enough to fill the Rose Bowl eight times in a year. 

Recycling successes come down to each one of us doing our part. Orange County residents 2. 
are now disposing of 4.8 pounds of waste per day—below the target of 7.8 pounds per day. 
Way to go OC! 

Many North OC residents will soon be part of a complete waste-to-energy cycle. An expanded 3. 
power plant at the Olinda Alpha Landfill will increase the amount of landfill gas that is turned 
into electricity from 5 to 32 Megawatts. Residents’ curbside waste is brought to the landfill, 
where it decomposes and produces the methane to power the electrical plant.   

In July, community members will be able to learn more about recycling thanks to a new 4. 
County-sponsored exhibit at the Discovery Science Center. The ECO PLAZA will include a 
“Race to Recycle” exhibit and an ECO-Store.  

 
To get more of the 411, visit www.oclandfills.com.

Jose Aguilera 
OC Community Resources

Karen Roper
OC Community Resources 

Ly Thornburgh
OC Community Resources

Gerard Hemighaus
OC Public Works 

Steven Kennedy
Sheriff-Coroner

Sima Nassiri
Sheriff-Coroner

Patricia Hill
Treasurer-Tax Collector

25 YeARS 
Katrina easton
District Attorney

35 YeARS 
Malcolm McKinnon 
District Attorney

30 YeARS 
Rachel Najera
District Attorney

Bouaphan Channita
Health Care Agency

Sharon Linderman
Health Care Agency

For the Month of February

Rosanne Froeberg
District Attorney

Michelle Gonzales
District Attorney

elizabeth Henderson
District Attorney

Alma Romo
District Attorney

Patricia Sanchez
District Attorney

Lori Funke
Health Care Agency

Bennet Perlson
Health Care Agency

Delores Reed
Health Care Agency

Renee Welling
OC Community Resources

(Continued on page 8)

http://www.oclandfills.com


Editors...........

COunty COnnECtiOn is distributed monthly by the County Executive Offi-
cer Thomas G. Mauk.  The newsletter is published by CEO Community/Media 
Relations.   Call 714.834.6203 or e-mail ask.the.ceo@ocgov.com with any 
suggestions and comments.

Jessica Good
Howard Sutter

Julie Nguyen
Stephen Salcido 
Grace Chou

contact us
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25 YeARS 
CONTINueD 

Robert Jelinek
OC Public Works

Mark Morgan
OC Public Works

Jesse Gonzales 
OC Waste & Recycling

Paul Loya
OC Waste & Recycling

Cynthia Gutierrez 
Probation

Diana Kennedy
Probation

Anthony Veloz
Probation

Denise Gragg
Public Defender

Christopher Cormier
Sheriff-Coroner

Douglas Dubois
Sheriff-Coroner

Carla Kerr
Sheriff-Coroner

Bradley Newmyer
Sheriff-Coroner

Ronald Schatzle
Sheriff-Coroner

Bonnie Jean Boss
Social Services Agency

Huong Dinh
Social Services Agency

MaryKay King
Social Services Agency

Anita Moncada
Social Services Agency

Julie Nguyen
Social Services Agency

20 YeARS 
Kurt Bretz
Assessor

Steven Cha
Assessor 

Susan Johnston
Child Support Services

Gail Dratch
Health Care Agency

Jill Savage
Health Care Agency

Karen Senteno
Health Care Agency

Mark Williams
Health Care Agency 

Virginia Ortiz
OC Community Resources

Pamela Middlebrook Kosik
OC Public Works

Jaime Orozco
OC Public Works

Jonathan Tucker
OC Public Works

Randy Sanchez
OC Waste & Recycling

Shelly Nung
Orange County Employees 
Retirement System 

Anabel Biggs
Sheriff-Coroner

Steven Burkley
Sheriff-Coroner

Robert Lampers
Sheriff-Coroner

“Making Orange County a safe, healthy,
and fulfilling place to live, work, and play,

today and for generations to come, by providing
outstanding, cost-effective regional public services.”

Click here to read the full mission and values statement.

(Continued from page 7)

mailto:ask.the.ceo@ocgov.com
http://egov.ocgov.com/vgnfiles/ocgov/CEO/Docs/MissionStatement.pdf

